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the bearings of the case, were not the men to consider
grudgingly demands of this nature, founded on service
so important; and who can doubt that Scott viewed them
from a chivalrous altitude? It is easy to see, that the
moment the obligations became reciprocal, there arose
extreme peril of their coming to be hopelessly compli-
cated. It is equally clear, that he ought to have applied
on these affairs, as their complication thickened, the
acumen which he exerted, and rather prided himself in
exerting, on smaller points of worldly business, to the
utmost. That he did not, I must always regard as the
enigma of his personal history; but various incidents in
that history, which I have already narrated, prove incon-
testably that he had never done so; and I am unable to
account for this having been the case, except on the sup-
position that his confidence in the resources of Constable
and the prudence of James Ballantyne was so entire,
that he willingly absolved himself from all duty of active
and thoroughgoing superinspection.

It is the extent to which the confusion had gone -that
constitutes the great puzzle. I have been told that John
Ballantyne, in his heyday, might be heard whistling on
his clerk, John Stevenson (True Jock), from the sanctum
behind the shop, with, "Jock, you lubber, fetch ben a
sheaf o' stamps." Such things might well enough be
believed of that harebrained creature; but how sober,
solemn James could have made up his mind, as he must
have done, to follow much the same wild course whenever
any pinch occurred, is to me, I must own, incomprehen-
sible. The books, of course, were kept at the printing-
house ; and Scott, no doubt, had it in his power to exam-
ine them as often as he liked to go there for that purpose.
But did he ever descend the Canongate once on such an
errand? I certainly much question it. I think it very
likely that he now and then cast a rapid glance over the
details of a week's or a month's operations; but no man
who has followed him throughout can dream that he ever if they had comprehended allith
